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Digitising European Industry

Digitising European Industry Brochure, https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/digitising-european-industry-2-years-brochure

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/digitising-european-industry-2-years-brochure
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Artificial Intelligence for Europe
COM(2018) 237, 25 April 2018



Common European Data Space
COM(2018) 232



Competition policy in support of 
competitiveness: IPCEI Framework

Important Projects of Common European Interest (IPCEI)

• Simpler state aid rules to fill funding gap for ambitious 
transnational innovation projects

• R&D&I incl. first industrial deployment

• Spill-over effects

Strategic Forum for IPCEI

• Commission expert group established in 2018

• To identify key strategic value chains for joint or 
well-coordinated investment and action 

• To develop joint vision/actions for these value chains



Key strategic value chains prioritised by
the Strategic Forum

Microelectronics*
Batteries*
High-performance computing*
Connected, clean and autonomous vehicles
Smart health
Low-carbon industry
Hydrogen technologies and systems
Industrial Internet of Things
Cybersecurity

* already ongoing initiatives. 

Source: IDEA Consult



Common European Industrial IoT
and Data Ecosystem

Common European Industrial IoT and Data Ecosystem
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Industrial strategy
President-elect von der Leyen

• “We will need to invest in innovation and research, redesign 
our economy and update our industrial policy”

• “I will put forward my plan for a future-ready economy, our 
new industrial strategy.”

• “Our economic policy must go hand in hand with social 
rights, Europe’s climate-neutrality objective and a 
competitive industry.”



Industrial strategy
Research and Innovation

Stimulate Research and Innovation??

• Artificial Intelligence, data and robotics

• High-performance computing

• Key Digital Technologies

• Smart Networks and Services

• Cloud computing, i.e. roll-out of cloud federation of 
infrastructures and services??

• AI infrastructure based on HPC centres??

• Quantum technologies??

• Priorities? Negative priorities?

UvdL: “I will make sure 
that we prioritise

investments in Artificial 
Intelligence, both through 
the Multiannual Financial 

Framework and through the 
increased use of public-
private partnerships”



Industrial Strategy
Important Projects of Common European Interest

Important Projects of Common European Interest??

• Alliance between Commission, Member States and industry 
to support the strategic value chain on Industrial Internet 
of Things??

• Important Projects of Common European Interest??

• Strategic value chain on Industrial Internet of Things?

• Second IPCEI in microelectronics?

• Mission letter Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-
President-designate for a Europe fit for the Digital Age: 

• “Competition will have an important role in our industrial 
strategy. The competitiveness of our industry depends on a 
level playing field that provides business with the incentive to 
invest, innovate and grow. EU State aid rules should support 
this where there are market failures and the need to 
strengthen value chains. As part of this, you should continue 
to work with the Member States to make the most of 
Important Projects of Common European Interest.”



Industrial Strategy
European Future Fund

European Future Fund

• Sovereign wealth fund

• Dirigism approach vs welcome support for EU champions?



Industrial Strategy
Key competitive factors IIoT value chain

McKinsey, Industrial Internet of Things Strategic Value Chain, July 2019



Industrial Strategy
Regulatory framework for AI

Regulatory framework for AI

• UvdL: “In my first 100 days in office, I will put forward 
legislation for a coordinated European approach on the 
human and ethical implications of Artificial Intelligence. This 
should also look at how we can use big data for innovations 
that create wealth for our societies and our businesses.”

• Any views?



Industrial Strategy
Other points

• Uptake of digital technologies by SMEs

• European Green Deal

• Part of UvdL first 100 days in office

• Threats or opportunities??

• Twin climate and digital transitions??

• Standardisation


